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Comment
The title compound, C 12 H 14 O 6 , a substituted isophthalic acid monoester, is one of the phenol compounds isolated from the lichen Thamnolia vermicularis var.subuliformis (Jiang et al., 2002; Milenkovic-Andjelkovic, 2010) . The X-ray structural analysis of this compound reported here confirms the assignment of its structure determined from experimental spectroscopic data. In the molecule (Fig. 1) , intramolecular carboxylic acid O-H···O methoxy and hydroxy O-H···O carboxyl hydrogen -bonding interactions (Table 1 ) result in the formation of two six-membered rings. In the crystal (Fig. 2) , no significant hydrogen-bonding interactions are found. The terminal methyl group of the ethyl ester is disordered over two sites with occupancies 0.599:0.401.
Experimental
Extraction of the title compound. The air-dried and powdered plant materials (5 kg) were extracted by 95% EtOH (3 times, 20L) at room temperature and concentrated under vacuum. The residue was partitioned with petroleum ether (PE) and EtOAc,successively. The EtOAc extract (47 g) was chromatographed on a silica gel column eluted successively with PE-EtOAc/ EtOAc-MeOH to afford six major fractions. 
Refinement
Hydroxy and carboxylic acid H-atoms were located in a difference-Fourier analysis and both positional and isotropic displacement parameters were refined. Other H-atoms were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.93 Å (for aromatic H) or 0.96 or 0.97 Å (for methyl or methylene H-atoms respectively) and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5 U eq (C). Disorder in the terminal methyl group (C12) of the ethyl ester resulted in the refinement at two sites with occupancies of 0.599 (19) (C12) and 0.401 (19) (C12′). The crystal packing of the title compound viewed down the a axis.
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